Name: Date:

Distinguishing Between Facts and Opinions in Persuasive Text

When you read, it is important to be able to tell the difference between facts, which are statements
based on evidence that you could determine to be true or false, and opinions, which are the author’s
personal feelings or preferences.

Read the persuasive letter, and answer the questions that follow.

Mom,

It is time for you to let me have a dog of my own. | am 10 years old now, and | am very responsible. |
can definitely take care of a dog on my own. | already do five weekly chores around the house. |
also have all A’s and B’s at school. Helping at home and doing well at school show that | am
responsible. | also know everything | need to know to take care of a dog. Dogs have to be fed every
day, and they have to get shots once a year. | talked with Dr. Lane, the veterinarian, and he said that
| can even help out in his clinic to help pay for the dog to visit and get shots. Our backyard is already
fenced in, so we have the perfect space for a dog. Thank you for considering my request.

1. Write down at least three facts that the writer uses to support his argument that it is time for a
dog.

2. Write down at least three opinions that the writer gives to support his argument that it is time
for a dog.
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