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Combining Sentences Using Items in a Series 
 

It is important to vary sentences in your writing to make it more interesting.  One way to avoid short, choppy 

sentences is to use items in a series.   

Example:    John ate pancakes for breakfast.  He also ate sausage.  He drank milk. 

                     John ate pancakes, sausage, and drank milk for breakfast.   

 

Combine the short sentences by using items in a series. 

 

1. Charlie plays basketball.  He also plays baseball.  He plays soccer as well. 

 

 

2. For dinner, we had hamburgers.  We had chips with our hamburgers.  We also had beans. 

 

 

3. Jessica is in my class.  Heather is in my class.  Tom is in my class. 

 

 

4. At the zoo, I saw a giraffe.  I also saw an elephant.  Finally, I saw a bear. 

 

 

5. This summer, Joey went to the beach.  Karen also went to the beach.  Paul went to the beach. 

 

 

6. Tonight, I have to go to ball practice.  I have to do my homework.  I also have to take a bath. 

 

 

7. Mrs. Harris is a great teacher.  Mr. Jones is a good teacher, too.  Mrs. Smith is good also. 

 

 

8. If we go outside, we can play in the sandbox.  We can swing.  We can also slide. 

 

 

9. Mom washed the dishes.  Mom swept the floor.  Mom cleaned the bathrooms. 

 

 

10.  I grew marigolds in a pot.  I also grew zinnias in a pot.  I grew tomatoes in a pot, too.  
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Answers--Combining Sentences Using Items in a Series 
 

It is important to vary sentences in your writing to make it more interesting.  One way to avoid short, choppy 

sentences is to use items in a series.   

Example:    John ate pancakes for breakfast.  He also ate sausage.  He drank milk. 

                     John ate pancakes, sausage, and drank milk for breakfast.   

 

Combine the short sentences by using items in a series. 

 

1. Charlie plays basketball.  He also plays baseball.  He plays soccer as well. 

Charlie plays basketball, baseball, and soccer. 

 

2. For dinner, we had hamburgers.  We had chips with our hamburgers.  We also had beans. 

For dinner, we had hamburgers, chips, and beans. 

 

3. Jessica is in my class.  Heather is in my class.  Tom is in my class. 

Jessica, Heather, and Tom are in my class. 

 

4. At the zoo, I saw a giraffe.  I also saw an elephant.  Finally, I saw a bear. 

At the zoo, I saw a giraffe, an elephant, and a bear. 

 

5. This summer, Joey went to the beach.  Karen also went to the beach.  Paul went to the beach. 

This summer, Joey, Karen, and Paul went to the beach. 

 

6. Tonight, I have to go to ball practice.  I have to do my homework.  I also have to take a bath. 

Tonight, I have to go to ball practice, do my homework, and take a bath. 

 

7. Mrs. Harris is a great teacher.  Mr. Jones is a good teacher, too.  Mrs. Smith is good also. 

Mrs. Harris, Mr. Jones, and Mrs. Smith are all good teachers. 

 

8. If we go outside, we can play in the sandbox.  We can swing.  We can also slide. 

If we go outside, we can play in the sandbox, swing, or slide. 

 

9. Mom washed the dishes.  Mom swept the floor.  Mom cleaned the bathrooms. 

Mom washed the dishes, swept the floor, and cleaned the bathrooms. 

 

10. I grew marigolds in a pot.  I also grew zinnias in a pot.  I grew tomatoes in a pot, too.  

I grew marigolds, zinnias, and tomatoes in pots. 


